
1 John Background Guide 

Commentary Recommendations: 

Jobes, Karen H. Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament: 
1, 2, 3 John. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Press, 2014. 

 Jobes is a teaching elder within the EPC and is a retired 
New Testament scholar who taught at Wheaton College. I fi nd 
her commentary insightful and helpful. It is also true to our 
confessional heritage. 

St. Augustine: Homilies on the First Epistle of John. Hyde Park, 
NY: New City Press, 2008. 

 Augustine is one of the greatest theologians the church has 
ever produced. However, he preached and pastored (often forgotten 
by scholars!). I recommend reading his book as a means to get out 
of our “time bubble” and understand God’s word from another 
perspective. I also fi nd reading Augustine encouraging because the 
culture (declining) was similar to what we face in America. This 
is where his theology of “pilgrims on our way” was developed. I 
would strongly encourage reading Augustine’s sermons!

1 John

Author: John the apostle or a close associate of his (such as Mark 
being a close associate of Peter). Common metaphors, images, 
and theology throughout John’s gospel and letters are shared. Two 
common occurrences are the theme of love and light. 1 

Date: 90-95. Probably the last letters written in our New 
Testament. 2

Location: modern day Turkey. 3

Theme: There are two common themes that fl ow out of 1 John. 
First, getting Jesus correct is the fi rst theme. The fi rst problem that 
this particular community is facing is a church split. One group 
thinks Jesus is portrayed (in John’s gospel) one way and the other 
group thinks Jesus is portrayed another way. This in turn infl uences 
their moral behavior. One group thinks moral behavior matter 
immensely and another group believes moral behavior doesn’t 
matter as much. This will spill over into the theme of the book of 
abiding in the light and love of Jesus Christ. 4 
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