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COVID-19 Pandemic Safety Plan 
 
 This document intends to both serve as the official “COVID-19 Pandemic Safety Plan” 
for Redeemer Presbyterian Church (EPC) and as a general guideline of what to expect 
throughout the in-person Worship Service at RPC until the local, state, and federal government 
have lifted all of the restrictions for COVID-19. 
 This document also intends to provide an exhaustive list, for the foreseeable future, of 
what each individual who attends in-person Worship Service should expect from RPC and what 
RPC expects from each individual who attends in-person Worship Service. If any questions 
should arise concerning the contents of this document, please do not hesitate to immediately 
contact Redeemer’s COVID-19 Safety Coordinator, Thomas Brooks. He will oversee the 
responsibilities of the COVID-19 Safety Coordinating Team. 
 

1) Safety Requirements: 
 

A) Anyone who has any symptoms of COVID-19 related illness—elevated 
temperature, symptoms of respiratory illness, shortness of breath, gastro-
intestinal distress—should not enter the church building. 

B) Anyone who has had contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19 should 
not enter the church building. 

C) Anyone over the age of 16 entering the church building, who has not yet 
received a full course of a federally recognized COVID-19 vaccination, must, 
at all times, wear a face mask that covers the nose and mouth. If someone 
needing a mask forgets to bring their mask, the COVID-19 Safety 
Coordinating Team will provide one. 

D) Each individual over the age of 16, or family unit, who has not yet received a 
full course of a federally recognized COVID-19 vaccination, must maintain a 
minimum of social distancing as recommended by the Center for Disease 
Control (CDC) at all times within the church building. This is generally a 
distance of six feet. 

E) At all times, those attending in-person Worship Services, who have not yet 
received a full course of a federally recognized COVID-19 vaccination, must 
refrain from handshakes, hugs, or any other physical contact with persons not 
a part of their immediate family. This is an important aspect of social 
distancing. 

F) Individuals over the age of 16 and family units, who have not yet received a 
full course of a federally recognized COVID-19 vaccination, must enter the 
church building only at the designated point of entrance and leave the church 
building only through the designated point of exit. 

G) Due to increase in the rate of infection throughout Erie County during the 
early weeks of August, and until the rate of infection declines, regardless of 
vaccination status, any individual attending a Worship Service or other 
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meeting at Redeemer Presbyterian Church should consider wearing a mask 
and maintaining social distancing if that individual feels such action would be 
in that person’s best interest. At this time, because of the controversy that 
exists regarding the need for vaccinated individuals to take such precautions, 
this COVID-19 Safety Plan will not insist on such precautions for fully 
vaccinated individuals. 

 
 

2) Where will the designated entrance for the in-person Worship Service be located? 
The entrance for in-person Worship Services for anyone who has not yet received a full 
course of a federally recognized COVID-19 vaccination will be through the doorway 
closest to the walkway that exists between the Sanctuary Building and the All-
purpose/Gymnasium Building. This entrance will allow the COVID-19 Coordinator and 
team to properly document who came to the Worship Service. Upon entering the 
Sanctuary, the attendance of members and known friends will be noted by the COVID-19 
Safety Coordinating Team. Those who are visitors will need to give their name, contact 
information, and whether or not they have received a full course of a federally approved 
COVID-19 vaccination to the COVID-19 Safety Coordinating Team—so we may contact 
them should someone later report a COVID-19 infection. The Redeemer COVID-19 
Safety Coordinating Team will have the designated entrance marked appropriately. 
 

3) Where will the designated exit for the in-person Worship Service be located? The 
designated exit for anyone over the age of 16 who has not yet received a full course of a 
federally recognized COVID-19 vaccination will be any exit other than the designated 
entrance described above. The Redeemer COVID-19 Safety Coordinating Team will 
have the acceptable exits marked appropriately. 
 

4) Social Distancing: At all times, in order to abide by CDC safety protocol, individuals 
over the age of 16 who have not yet received a full course of a federally recognized 
COVID-19 vaccination must remain six feet away from one another. This is measured by 
the Redeemer COVID-19 Safety Coordinating Team as three pews from each other (six 
feet). This requirement will be found on the signs upon entry of the church and will aid 
and assist in maintaining the safety of the congregation. 
 

5) Hand Sanitizer Stations: There will be hand sanitizer stations throughout the church. 
We ask that, as you pass one, you use the hand sanitizer. There is a hand sanitizer station 
when you enter the sanctuary and a hand sanitizer station when you are leaving the 
sanctuary. 
 

6) Seating: Each family unit with members of that unit over the age of 16 who have not yet 
received a full course of a federally recognized COVID-19 vaccination must be three 
pews apart in order to abide by the social distancing guidelines of the CDC. If a question 
arises about seating, please see COVID-19 Coordinator, Tom Brooks. 
 

7) Bathroom instructions: The custodian for Weis Library UMC typically cleans all 
bathrooms, and all other parts of the church, on Sunday afternoon. The Redeemer 
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COVID-19 Safety Coordinating Team will provide intermediate cleaning of the 
bathrooms and other high-touch surfaces prior to the beginning of our in-person Worship 
Service each week. 
 

8) Nursery: In order to maintain the social distancing protocol, until further notice we will 
not provide either nursery or childcare. We welcome children to sit with their family 
units. 
 

9) Start of service: Service will not start until 11:15 a.m. in order to give time to the 
Redeemer COVID-19 Safety Coordinating Team to clean the worship space and church 
properly. 
 

10) Seating: Seating throughout the Sanctuary will be marked with yellow colored tape to 
indicate the specific pews where those attending the Redeemer in-person Worship 
Service over the age of 16, who have not yet received a full course of a federally 
recognized COVID-19 vaccination, may sit. These pews will be distinct from those used 
by the Weis Library congregation, which will be marked with blue colored tape. Those 
attending must sit only in the designated pews in order to maintain social distancing and 
to avoid COVID-19 cross-contamination. 

 
11) Length of the Worship Service: The length of the Worship Service will be limited to 

60-75 minutes. The liturgy of the service will be printed each week in the bulletin 
(worship folder), which will be posted on the church’s website in advance of each 
Sunday. 
 
Whenever someone over the age of 16 is present, who may not have yet received a full 
course of a federally approved COVID-19 vaccine, due to the risk of spreading  
COVID-19 through expelled droplets, that individual will have to continue to wear a 
mask and maintain social distancing while singing. 
 
We will celebrate Holy Communion each Sunday using pre-packaged Communion 
elements. Those who have questions about Communion in particular, should speak to 
Pastor Douglas. 
 
The Worship Committee will gradually add on other parts of the normal Worship 
Services over time and will notify the congregation in advance. 
 

12) EPC recommendations: If there are any questions related to the denominational 
response to COVID-19, we ask that you visit the EPC website at 
https://epc.org/news/reopeningchurches/. On that website you will find valuable 
information to read before RPC opens back up for in-person public Worship Services. 
 

  

https://epc.org/news/reopeningchurches/


COVID-19 Pandemic Safety Plan 
Redeemer Presbyterian Church (EPC) 
 
 

 - 4 - Adopted by Session: August 5, 2020 
  Revised: August 14, 2021 

13) Talking with members/visitors: We understand that each member of Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church desperately wants to connect with their brothers and sisters in 
Christ. However, we ask that when anyone over the age of 16, who has not yet received a 
full course of a federally recognized COVID-19 vaccination, speaks with other members 
you must maintain the recommended social distance and always wear a mask. Ideally, we 
would ask that you speak to fellow members whenever the service is over, and you have 
exited outside the walls of the church building. 
 

14) Bulletins and other Printed Information: will be placed on a table at the main aisle in 
order to cut down on direct interaction.  
 

15) Offering: Near the designated exit, there will be a station to receive a retiring collection 
of tithes and offerings at the conclusion of the Worship Service. 
 

16) Ventilation: The Heating Ventilation and Air Conditioning (HVAC) system for the 
Sanctuary has been discussed at length with Weis Library personnel. The COVID-19 
Safety Coordinating Team will provide for sufficient ventilation within the Sanctuary in 
order to minimize, as much as possible, the accumulation of COVID-19 droplets in the 
air over the course of the length of the Worship Service, 
 

17) Virus Spread: If someone in our congregation should determine that they have 
contracted COVID-19 while in our worship space, or if someone visiting with us should 
determine that they have contracted COVID-19 while in our worship space, or if 
someone from the Weis Library United Methodist congregation contracts COVID-19 
while in their worship space, we will promptly notify the members and friends who 
attend our Worship Service and take whatever other necessary steps our Redeemer 
COVID-19 Safety Coordinating Team and Session deem necessary. 

 
____________________________ 

 
 The COVID-19 Safety Coordinating Team will continue to monitor all relevant 
information regarding the spread of the COVID-19 virus throughout Erie County and will make 
adjustments to this Plan, as appropriate. If you have any suggestions, questions, or comments, 
please direct them to the COVID-19 Safety Coordinator, Thomas Brooks. 
 

____________________________ 

 
 
 


